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For Focus, Scope, Aims, Policies, and Guidelines visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-0 For Article Submission Guidelines, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions For Policies against Scientific Misconduct, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-2 For reprints, contact <ravi@threatenedtaxa.org> During the floristic exploration in the Kollengode range of forests in Nemmara Forest Division of southern Western Ghats, we came across an interesting specimen of Eriocaulon growing in the Manpara region long. Sepals 3, 1.7mm long, free, similar, linear, acute, hoary towards apex, black. Petals 3, equal, hyaline, 1.5mm long, eglandulose, stipitate between sepals and petals. Ovary 0.3mm, sub-sessile, ovoid, style 0.2mm, stigma 0.3mm, 3 fid. Seeds ellipsoid, 0.5mm × 0.2mm, yellow, cells of seed coat transversely elongated, aligned in vertical rows, appendages 1-4 from the middle of transverse radial walls. Appendages setiform, retuse at the apex (Image 1).
Note
Phenology: August-October.
Habitat: This plant was observed in waterlogged areas in evergreen forests. Distribution: Thailand, Nepal-Himalaya to southern China, New Guinea, Srilanka, India (Assam, Manpara (Nelliampathy Hills) of Kerala part of the Western Ghats).
Conservation status: Field explorations revealed that the plant taxon is rare in occurrence and only a single population with a small number of individuals inhabiting the Manpara region of Kollengode range forests was found. Analysing the global distribution informed that the plant taxa is observed to thrive in humid climatic conditions of higher altitudes above 1000m. The current status of the species is assigned to be Least Concern as per IUCN Version 2018-2 (IUCN 2018).
Additional specimens examined: Kew digital herbarium barcode ID: K000098620, K000098635 and K000098704. Parn. is the correct name and Eriocaulon luzulifolium Mart. forms the basionym from which the name of variety 'luzulifolium' was derived.
Taxonomic delineation from Eriocaulon nepalense Prescott ex Bong.: The specimen differs from the typical variety in having acute leaf apex, entire margin and more or less pilose receptacle. Root stock is elongated, stout and densely fibrous. Prajaksood et al. (2012) observed that the distribution of Eriocaulon nepalense var. luzulifolium is wider than the typical variety and the morphology of the taxon is influenced by growth conditions.
Taxonomic delineation of Eriocaulon nepalense var. luzulifolium from the other taxa recognised in the 'Flora of Presidency of Madras': The taxon Eriocaulon nepalense var. luzulifolium (Mart.) Praj. & J. Parn. has not been enlisted in the Flora of Presidency of Madras. 
